
APPLICATION TOOLKIT 
Presented by the American Shore and Beach Preservation Association

EDUCATION,
SUSTAINABILITY, AND 
TOURISM



Resources Available to Sites

Workshop Recording
Slide Deck  
Application Checklist



Online Form
Password Protected
8 forms, one for each section

Yes or No Questions, with short response explanations

Conditional Logic 

Repeater Options 

Application Format



Online Application
Password Protected
Broken up into individual forms 
NEW! Tracking and quick edit links

Yes or No Questions, with short response explanations

NEW! Instructions include different applicant 
experiences 

Application Format



Use the Checklist and toolkits to gather items ahead of time

Each Year a Full Application (all forms) need to be submitted

Forms can be submitted any time between 
September 1-December 6  

Application Process



CRITERIA
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND INFORMATION

WATER QUALITY

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Environmental Education Activities
Information about the Environment
Code of Conduct

Frequent Water Sampling
Excellent Bathing Water Quality
Appropriate Sewage/Industrial Wastewater Management

Environmental Management Plan
Waste Management
Sustainable use of Resources
Adequate and Clean Facilities
Proper Maintenance 

SAFETY AND SERVICES
Emergency Plans
Lifeguards and First-aid Equipment
Accident Prevention Measures
Risk Assessments
Access for All



Section 1: Community Information 

•Name
•Address
•Contact information
•Permanent residents vs visitors
•Beach name
•GPS
•Contact information
•General profile



Section 2: Environmental Education and Information 

Length of Site
# of Information Boards
Criteria 1-6

 



Section 3: Water Quality 

European Countries Question -
Read Only
Criteria 7-11



Section 4: Environmental Management 

Criteria 12-26
Criterion 12 is guideline 

Reminder about login information
multiple people within an
organization can access the
application with your login
credentials and the password.
However, multiple people cannot
access the account at the same
time.  



Section 5: Safety and Services 

Criteria 27-33
criterion 32 is guideline



Section 6: National Criteria

Questions on WQ,
Environmental Management,
US regulations, and Safety and
Services. 

some may be repetitive
safety questionnaire

Opportunity to attach
documents



Section 7:  Enclosures

Included in your checklist
All attachments
Name Uploads with the number
of the criterion



Section 8: Signature

The Blue Flag Commitment
Responsibility 
GDPR Statement



 Summaries 

Shows you your full
application for review



Submit!

One final page with the submit
button 



PROCESSING
APPLICATIONS OPEN SEPTEMBER 1
APPLICATIONS CLOSE ON THE FIRST
FRIDAY OF DEC. (DEC 6, 2024)

STAFF WILL REVIEW THE APPLICATION
FOR COMPLETENESS AND CLARITY

STAFF WILL WORK ON ANY KNOWN
DISPENSATION NEEDS AND SHARE WITH
APPLICANTS
INVOICES WILL BE SENT ON SUBMISSION 



PROCESSING
APPLICATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR
NATIONAL JURY REVIEW 2 WEEKS PRIOR
TO MEETING
NATIONAL JURY DETERMINES COMPLIANCE
OR NON-COMPLIANCE AND APPLICANTS
RECEIVE APPROVAL, DISPENSATION, OR
REJECTION. 
INFORMATION WILL BE SENT TO
INTERNATIONAL IN FEB
INTERNATIONAL JURY MEETING WILL BE IN
APRIL TO DETERMINE AWARD STATUS
MAY 1ST YOUR FLAG CAN GO UP - START
THINKING ABOUT EXACT DATES


